
 

BANKER'S FILM SAGA
By PETER LAURIA

April 22, 2007 -- After the birth of his second child, UBS media banker Aryeh
Bourkoff bought a digital camera and asked his mother to document their family's
history for his kids to see as they grow up.

Turns out the resulting video, "The Last Jews of Libya," will be seen by a lot more
people than Bourkoff's kids. The film was accepted into this week's TriBeCa Film
Festival as a documentary feature, earning Bourkoff's mom, Vivienne Roumani-Denn,
a director's credit and the Wall Street banker an executive producer title.

"I just thought it would be something to show at my kids' birthday parties," Bourkoff,
34, said over coffee with The Post.

But when Roumani-Denn found a handwritten memoir about her mother's - Bourkoff's
grandmother's - experiences living as a Jew in Libya during World War II, she
instantly knew she was onto something more.

"It was written from a very personal perspective, but it was universal in the way
everything she wrote was so intertwined with the war," Roumani-Denn said.

The low-budget, 50-minute film, premiering May 2, uses the Roumani family to tell
the story of how war and cultural dislocation forced the entire Libyan Jewish
community out of the country.

The emotional tale has already garnered some big fans, including former Disney CEO
Michael Eisner.

" 'The Last Jews of Libya' is a fantastic documentary that in the end made me realize
how lucky I was to be born in America," Eisner said of the film.

Another big fan of the film, Sundance Channel CEO Larry Aidem, was also
instrumental in getting the film out of Bourkoff's living room and in front of a larger
audience. So impressed was Aidem with the film that he not only bought the
domestic television distribution rights to the movie for the Sundance Channel, but he
also enlisted Isabella Rossellini, with whom he was already working on a Sundance
project, to narrate.

Once Bourkoff decided the film had festival potential, the goal was TriBeCa all the
way.

"TriBeCa stands for New York, and New York stands for immigration," Bourkoff said.
"We held back from entering it into other festivals because we wanted it to premiere
at TriBeCa."

Bourkoff has been a quick study in his new producing gig - he's already looking for an international
distribution partner and has his eye on a DVD or broadband release.

But he's not ready to leave banking behind just yet. In fact, on May 1 Bourkoff officially moves from the
analyst side to his new position as vice chairman of technology, media and telecom investment banking at
UBS.

peter.lauria@nypost.com



Home 

NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc. NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE.COM, and
NEWYORKPOST.COM

are trademarks of NYP Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright 2007 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved.


